St. Aloysius Religious Education 2018-2019
1st Grade
4:00pm

Welcome (Jesus heels the sick coloring page and to ensure accuracy, class attendance must be
accurately recorded by a catechist and not another student - class attendance is an official
document retained by the parish and the diocese)

4:05pm

We Gather - in Prayer at the prayer table
(use colored table covering for appropriate liturgical season)
Use the Gospel Reading “Hearing the Word” from the previous Sunday in
Celebrating Sunday for Catholic Families book in the prayer box

4:10pm

Story time at the Prayer Table – a prime time to share our faith teaching children the Word of
God. Read aloud the true story of God's amazing love for us in “Catholic Book of Bible
Stories” written in reverent tone just for young children. Start at the beginning with “God’s
Wonderful Creation” read a new story each week and use God’s Blessing to end the story.

4:15pm

Review previous lesson using one of the pages from the Activity Book.

4:20pm

Chapter #16
Chapter #17

“We Believe in Jesus”
“The Best Gift of All”

Jesus worked among the people, sharing God’s love with everyone. He performed many miracles so that
people might believe. It is faith in Jesus (the Word) that produces miracles. But if people simply want to see
signs and wonders, they will never truly receive and believe the Good News. Miracles teach us much about the
role of words and faith. But it is also important to note that we can use our faith not only for ourselves, but also
our family, friends and relatives. People may laugh at you or ridicule your faith. They may even doubt the
power of God and the Word. Jesus identified himself with the hungry, homeless, the sick and imprisoned. He
taught his followers to trust in divine providence and to work to advance God’s Kingdom of peace and justice.
Jesus wants us to grow in generosity and share God’s love with all people! Jesus rewards the faith of those
that believe in Him with happiness forever in Heaven with God!
Before Jesus died on the cross, he shared a special meal with his disciples – “The Last Supper.” After the
Death and Resurrection of Jesus, the Church began to gather as Jesus commanded – “do this in memory
of me” they would share a meal and offer thanks and praise to God and share the bread and wine that
had become the Body and Blood of Christ. This ritual action, combined with reading of the Scripture
became the celebration of the Eucharist. Today we gather weekly to celebrate the Mass and obey the third
commandment to keep holy the Lord’s Day.
We come together for Mass each week to give praise and thanks to God. The Mass has two major parts:
the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist. When we go to Mass; we gather, we tell stories
and we share a meal. A good way to describe the Mass is to say that it is Holy Thursday, Good Friday and
Easter Sunday made present today in ritual. It is not merely a meal which reminds us of the Last Supper, or a
Passion play which helps recall Good Friday, or a Sunrise Service which celebrates the Lord’s Resurrection. It
is Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday!
• We Believe Believe = accept what someone says is true. Having faith.
Trust = to believe in someone’s love for us.
Eucharist = the sacrament of the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.
Mass – another name for the celebration of the Eucharist.

Altar = the table of the Lord
Priest = a man who has the power to offer Mass, forgive sins, celebrate the Sacraments and
teach God’s word. He receives his power from Christ in Holy Orders and Christ acts through
him.
Last Supper = last meal (Holy Thursday) taken by Christ with His Apostles, the night before
His Passion (Good Friday). At this meal, he instituted the Holy Eucharist and priesthood.
• We Respond –
Read and act out the story of Jesus and “The Blind Men” and “Jairus’s Daughter.” Divide the class in 2 groups
and have each group perform their play in front of the other group … the catechist should be the narrator!
OR
• We Respond You can comment that the Old Testament bible stories tell about God preparing everyone for the coming of
Jesus and the New Testament bible stories tell about the life of Jesus, his teaching the Good News and His
works.
“The Blind Man” Read aloud Mark 10: 46 – 52 (the other Gospel writers also have the story) from the
Catholic Bible for Children. Ask the children what it would be like to witness a miracle. In Jesus' time the poor
could only help themselves by begging, hoping that someone would be compelled to toss them a coin. This was
the case for blind Bartimaeus. By now, Jesus' fame had spread throughout the region of Galilee. Naturally this
blind man became excited when he heard that Jesus was coming his way. Bartimaeus knew the Son of David
could not possibly refuse him. Imagine how thrilled he must have been when Jesus did restore his sight. By
doing this, Jesus fulfilled the promised made long ago by Isaiah that the eyes of the blind were opened (Isaiah
35:5). Is there something in your life that needs Jesus' healing? Don't hesitate to call out to him. Jesus wants to
heal you because He loves you, because He created you.
The man blind from birth, who received his sight from Jesus, goes before the Pharisees and they question him
about Jesus. When he proclaims that the healing is from God, the Pharisees become indignant and throw the
man out. After this episode, Jesus finds the man and asks him if he believes in the Son of Man. The man says,
“Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” Jesus answers, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you
is he.” Jesus then says, “I came into the world for judgment, so that those who do not see might see, and those
who do see might become blind.”
It’s an interesting juxtaposition, this notion of blindness and sight. On the one hand, being “blind” is bad; it
means that we cannot see God or God’s hand at work. On the other hand, being “blind” is good; the blind must
trust that someone or something is going to lead them safely around. On the one hand “seeing” is good; our
eyes are open to God’s glory. On the other hand, “seeing” is bad; because we can see, we think we know all,
we close ourselves off to learning new things.
“Jairus’s Daughter” Read aloud Mark 5:21-43 from the Catholic Bible for Children. Today, Jesus will meet a
father whose daughter is very, very sick. If you were very, very sick your mother or father would be very
concerned for you, wouldn’t they? Jesus will also meet a woman that has been very ill for many years. She has
spent all of her money on doctors, who have been unable to help her. Today, people that bleed without stopping
are called hemophiliacs. Do you know someone that is a hemophiliac? In Bible days, a person that was bleeding
was declared "unclean" and people would not associate with them. They led very lonely lives. Both the worried
father and the woman with the issue of bleeding have heard of Jesus and are looking for Him. The father, whose
name was Jairus, wants Jesus to come to his house to touch his daughter and heal her. The little girl was healed
because her father spoke his faith boldly and held onto it even when faced with plenty of evidence to the
contrary. The bleeding woman wants to touch Jesus’ clothes, believing that touch will cure her. She reached out
in faith and it was faith that healed her.

4:55pm

Closing Prayer –
“Open my eyes, Lord
Help me to see Your face
Open my eyes, Lord
Help me to see.
Open my ears, Lord
Help me to hear Your voice
Open my ears, Lord
Help me to hear.
Open my heart, Lord
Help me to love like You
Open my heart, Lord
Help me to love.”
or
“Let us pray that we can have both blindness and sight at their proper times.
Father, help us to see when we need to see, and to be blind when we need to be blind.
Amen.”
Ask the children to say a petition aloud for someone or something they would like to pray for.
“How can you prepare the way of the Lord in your life?

“Jesus and the Blind Men” dramatization
Narrator = paper scroll
Jesus = sash
Two Blind Men = eye patches
Crowd = palms
Narrator:

“Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho. A crowd
followed. The blind men heard that Jesus was passing by.

Two Blind Men:

“Lord, have pity on us!”

Crowd:

(in angry voices) “Be quiet! Be quiet!”

Narrator:

“The blind men called out all the more.”

Two Blind Men:

(louder than the first time) “Lord, have pity on us!”

Crowd:

(in angry voices) “Be quiet! Be quiet!”

Narrator:

“Jesus heard the blind men. He stopped and called
them (have Jesus go over to the blind men). He looked
at the men.”

Jesus:

(in a gentle voice) “What do you want me to do for
you?”

Two Blind Men:

“Lord, please open our eyes.”

Narrator:

“Jesus was moved with pity. He touched their eyes.”
(Have Jesus go over to the blind men and touch their
heads)

Two Blind Men:

“We can see! We can see! Lord, we will follow you.”

“Jairus’s Daughter” dramatization
Narrator = paper scroll
Jairus = burlap headpiece
Jesus = purple sash and walking stick
Jesus Friends =
Bleeding Woman = red sash
Servant = green sash
Daughter = blanket
Narrator:

Jesus was with a large crowd of people near the sea when a
temple official approached Him.

Jairus:

"My little daughter is sick in bed and about to die. Please come
and lay your hands on her, that she may be healed and she shall
live.”

Daughter:

(laying on blanket on the floor)

Narrator:

(Jesus follows the father) the large crowd of people follows
them. Along the way the woman with a bleeding problem finds
Jesus. She heard about Jesus miracles and slips through the
crowd and touches Jesus clothes. Her bleeding stops and she
is totally well. Jesus feels grace flowing from him to someone.

Jesus:

(turning around) "Who touched my clothes?"

Jesus’ friends: "You see the big crowd, why do you say ‘Who touched me?’"
Bleeding Woman: (falls down at Jesus’ feet) “I touched You and am now
healed!”
Jesus:

"Daughter, your faith has saved you. Go in peace and be
cured of your affliction."

Narrator:

All this time the father, Jairus, had been waiting patiently.
Suddenly, one of his servants runs up and tells him that his
daughter has died.

Servant:

"Your daughter has died; why trouble the teacher, Jesus, any
longer."

Jesus:

"Do not be not afraid; just have faith."

Narrator:

Jesus tells the crowd to go home. Only Jairus, Peter, James,
and John are to go to Jairus house with him. When they arrive
another large crowd of people are there and they are crying and
wailing because they are sad that the girl is dead.

Jesus:

"Why is everyone crying? The girl is not dead, but is only
asleep"

Narrator:

When Jesus said she was not dead, the crowd laughed at Him
and mocked Him. Jesus would not let any of the crowd go into
the house, only Jairus, his wife, and Peter, James, and John.
Upon entering the house, Jesus found the girl lying on her bed.

Jesus:

(taking the young girl’s hand) "Little girl, I say to you
‘Arise!’"

Narrator:

Immediately, the young 12-year-old girl got up and walked.
Everyone was astonished!

Jesus:

"Give her something to eat!"

