St. Aloysius Religious Education 2017-2018
3rd Grade
4:00pm

Welcome (To ensure accuracy, class attendance must be accurately recorded by a
catechist and not another student - class attendance is an official document retained by the
parish and the diocese) and all about the Penance coloring page.

4:05pm

We Gather - in Prayer at the prayer table
(use colored table covering for appropriate liturgical season)
Use the Gospel Reading “Hearing the Word” from the previous Sunday in
Celebrating Sunday for Catholic Families book in the prayer box.

4:10pm

Add something to the students Prayer Notebooks - artwork, prayers or intentions (use what is
provided or use anything from the bin in the RE cabinet that are sacramentals/prayer cards
or artwork for the prayer books) The Prayer Notebooks should remain in your class bin in the
RE cabinet until the end of the year when the students will take them home.

4:15pm

Review previous lesson using Sharing Faith (chapter test in student book)

4:20pm
Chapters #18 “Celebrating Penance and Reconciliation”
The awareness that we need to seek forgiveness comes from our conscience. Our conscience tells us when
we have turned away from God through sin. NO MATTER what we have done to strain our relationship
with God, we are assured that God forgives us. God in turn, asks that we forgive others!
 We Believe –
Sin – a thought, word, or action that is against God’s law.
Conscience – God’s gift that helps us know right from wrong.

4:45pm



We Respond – “Prodigal Son Dramatization” (see attached)



We Respond – see attached “virtue or sin” worksheet (the children will be going to
Reconciliation next class) and go to starcc.com for the “Reconciliation Review” (which
they can practice at home) and “Examination of Conscience”

Closing Prayer – Matthew 5:7 or Act of Contrition
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.”
“My God,
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart.
In choosing to do wrong
And failing to do good,
I have sinned against you
Whom I should love above all things.
I firmly intend, with your help,
To do penance,
To sin no more,
And to avoid whatever leads me to sin.
Our Savior Jesus Christ
Suffered and died for us.
In his name, my God, have mercy.
Amen.”

Ask the children to say a petition aloud for someone or something they would like to pray for.
“When have I experience the need for forgiveness and reconciliation?”

The Prodigal Son Dramatization – using students
Although commonly called the Parable of the Prodigal Son, the real star
of today’s Gospel is the forgiving father. In fact, some Scripture
scholars say that a more appropriate title for this story would be the
Parable of the Merciful Father. Found only in Luke’s Gospel.
The Heavenly Father is always ready to forgive and “welcome
home” those who turn away from their sins.
He is a tender and loving God
whose patience with his children is never exhausted.
The younger brother of the story symbolizes these repentant sinners. The
older brother symbolizes people who are scandalized by the mercy Jesus
shows sinners— much as the Pharisees who criticized him for eating
and drinking with sinners. Jesus implies that being righteous by itself
will not win one a place at the heavenly banquet. Also necessary will
be joining with the Father in forgiving repentant sinners and
sitting down at table with them as freely as Jesus did.
Prop bag:
Narrator
Son # 1 Hat #1 older son
Son # 2 Hat #2 younger son
Father Hat #3 Father
Sport Bag
(use as suitcase)
Play money (paper and coins)
Pet food bowl and pretzel nuggets
Party Horn (there will be a clean one each day for each catechist
team!)

Narrator:

Then Jesus said, "A man had two sons”

Older Son #1 make a serious face and wave at the rest of the class
Younger Son #2 smile and wave at the rest of the class
Younger son to his father: Father, give me the share of your estate that should
come to me.
Father:

I will divide my property between my 2 sons and give you your half
now!
Father count out a handful of play money into 2 equal piles

Narrator:
After a few days, the younger son collected all his belongings and
set off to a distant country where he squandered his inheritance on a life of
dissipation.
Younger Son #2 pick up the sport bag/suitcase and a pile of money.
Walk a few steps, drop the sport bag/suitcase, start dancing around
and throwing away the play money.
Narrator:
When he had freely spent everything, a severe famine struck that
country, and he found himself in dire need.
Younger Son #2 look at each empty hand and frown when you see no money
Narrator:
So he hired himself out to one of the local citizens who sent him
to his farm to tend the swine. And he longed to eat his fill of the pods on which the
swine fed, but nobody gave him any.
Younger Son #2 walk back to the table and pretends to eat pretzels from the pet food
bowl. Stand back and stare at the dish with folded arms, lower lip thrush out and a
generally troubled expression.
Younger Son #2 shaking his head and coming to his senses: How many of my
father's hired workers have more than enough food to eat, but here am I, dying
from hunger. I shall go to my father and say to him, "Father, I have sinned
against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat
me as you would treat one of your hired workers."
Younger Son #1 pick up the suitcase and start walking “home”.

Narrator:
So he got up and went back to his father. While he was still a
long way off, his father caught sight of him, and was filled with compassion.
Father runs to his son, embraces him and kisses him.
Younger Son #2: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer
deserve to be called your son.
Father:
Quickly bring the finest robe and put it on him; put a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet. Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. Then let us
celebrate with a feast, because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life
again; he was lost, and has been found.
Father blows the party horn.
Narrator:
Then the celebration began. Now the older son had been out in
the field and, on his way back, as he neared the house, he heard the sound of
music and dancing.
Older son #1 says:
Fathers house?

What could possibly be happening that I hear a paty at my

Narrator:
The servant said to him, 'Your brother has returned and your
father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.'
Older Son #1: I will not go into that house! How can my father celebrate my
brother when he left us.
Father:

Please come and join us in celebrating your brothers return.

Older Son #1 to Father:
He said to his father in reply, 'Look, all these
years I served you and not once did I disobey your orders; yet you never gave me
even a young goat to feast on with my friends. But when your son returns who
swallowed up your property with immoral living, for him you slaughter the
fattened calf.'
Father to Older Son #1:
He said to him, “My son, you are here with me
always; everything I have is yours. But now we must celebrate and rejoice,
because your brother was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has
been found.”

