St. Aloysius Religious Education 2017-2018
4th Grade
4:00pm

Welcome (To ensure accuracy, class attendance must be accurately recorded by a catechist and
not another student - class attendance is an official document retained by the parish and the
diocese)

4:05pm

We Gather - in Prayer at the prayer table
(use colored table covering for appropriate liturgical season)
Use the Gospel Reading “Hearing the Word” from the previous Sunday in Celebrating Sunday
for Catholic Families book in the prayer box

4:10pm

Read about a Saint from the “Patrons and Protectors” series (Occupations, More Occupations
and In Times of Need) by Brother Michel (Mickey) McGrath and show the artwork – Brother
Mickey puts the Holy Spirit (symbolized by a white dove) somewhere in each painting … see if
you can find Him

4:15pm

Review previous lesson using Sharing Faith (use chapter test in book)

4:20pm
Lesson #5
“Celebrating Penance and Reconciliation”
Peace and Unity comes from receiving God’s forgiveness and love through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In
Matthew’s Gospel, we read the first message Jesus preached: “Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand.”
(Matthew 4:17) By beginning his ministry this way, Jesus makes it clear that repentance and reconciliation are
very important. Jesus taught forgiveness by his words and actions. Reconciliation requires repentance, a
reopening of our minds and hearts to God! MAKE GOOD (WISE) CHOICES! Remember to think before
you act and decide if your behavior reflects the teachings of Jesus – WWJD. Be prepared…what do need to do
if the Kingdom of God came tomorrow?


We Believe PENITENT – the person seeking God’s forgiveness in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
ABSOLUTION – God’s forgiveness of sins through the words of the priest.



We Respond – see attached “virtue or sin” worksheet (the children will be going to Reconciliation the
week of December 10, 2018) and go to starcc.com for the “Reconciliation Review” (which they can
practice at home) and “Examination of Conscience.”



We Respond – watch DVD “My Catholic Family – John Paul II: Be Not Afraid” 30 min.



We Respond – read “The Little Flower: A Parable of Saint Therese of Lisieux”
by Becky B. Arganbright and Tracey Taylor Arvidson

4:55pm
Closing Prayer – Matthew 5:19
“Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do so will be called
least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever obeys and teaches these commandments will be called greatest in
the kingdom of heaven.”
Ask the children to say a petition aloud for someone or something they would like to pray for.
“Think of a time when you needed to apologize. What feelings did you experience when you apologized”?
Catechist Background:
http://www.virtueinaction.com/2005/JohnPaul.pdf
http://www.dioceseoflacrosse.com/ministry_resources/catechesis/1_beatitudes.pdf

