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The game is played similar to Concentration. 

 

VOCATIONS is a card game where all of the cards are shuffled and are laid face down on a 

surface in orderly rows and columns, like so: 

 

 

 
 

 

All of the cards have a mate. 

 

Each turn, two cards are flipped over.  If the cards do not match, they are both turned back face 

down.  If the cards match, they are left face up and the person who made the match receives a 

point. 

 

With a VOCATIONS deck of cards there are 2 types of winning play: 

 

1. the pair is considered the card with the picture and name of the religious order and the 

mission and founding of the religious order. 

 

2. the pair is considered the card with the picture and name of the religious order and the 

picture and name of the religious order. 

 

1, 2, 3 or 4 people can play VOCATIONS.  More than 4 people can be divided into teams. 

 
  



Sisters of Life  

www.sistersoflife.org 

 

The Sisters of Life were an order first conceived of by Cardinal John Joseph O'Connor of New York, on a 

visit to the remains of a Nazi concentration camp at Dachau, Germany. Several years later, he decided to begin 

a new religious community in the Church, dedicated to the promotion of pro-life causes, specifically 

working for an end to abortion and euthanasia. He proclaimed his intentions in an newspaper article entitled 

“Help Wanted: Sisters of Life” in which he asked for women to consider joining. On Foundation Day, June 1, 

1991, eight women joined the order. For thirteen years they remained a non-religious Catholic community—

until March 25, 2004, when Cardinal Egan formally established them as a religious institute. The first 

Superior General of the order was Mother Agnes Mary Donovan. 

 

Nuns wear a white veil with the blue band around the head, the medal of the Madonna of the Streets, and 

a simple silver ring. 

 

The Sisters of Life take the three traditional religious vows of poverty, chastity and obedience. They take 

an additional fourth vow to “protect and enhance the sacredness of human life.” Following the Augustinian 

rule, they spend at least 4 hours a day in common prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.  

 

The sisters operate a retreat house, Villa Maria Guadalupe, a spiritual home for the pro-life community 

on Sky Meadow Drive in Stamford, CT. 
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Poor Clares of Perpetual Adoration 

www.poorclares.org 

St. Clare of Assisi, (born Chiara Offreduccio) was a noble woman of the Italian town of Assisi at the end 

of the 12th and the beginning of the 13th centuries. Clare was touched to the heart by the preaching of her 

contemporary St. Francis of Assisi.  

 

On the night after Palm Sunday in March 1212, Clare left her family home and followed Francis in 

giving herself to living a poor, simple, Gospel life at the little church of San Damiano on the outskirts of 

Assisi. Our Lord’s words to her -- “I will always protect you.” 

 

The Sisters wear a traditional habit with cord and Franciscan Crown Rosary.  They chant the entire Divine 

Office each day. Traditional devotions of the Order include the Way of the Cross and the Holy Rosary. The 

Nuns consecrate their entire lives to Adoration of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Most Blessed Sacrament, 

solemnly exposed in the Monstrance in their Monastery Chapel. The Bishop of the Diocese of Bridgeport 

invited the Poor Clares to open a Monastery on Long Ridge Rd, Stamford, CT in 1985. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Little Sisters of the Poor 

www.littlesistersofthepoor.org 

St. Jeanne Jugan began with very little. She is born during the French Revolution and reduced to poverty 

when her father was lost at sea. As a teenager she worked as a kitchen maid for a wealthy family and led a 

quiet life of piety and good works. 

 

Everything changed one night in the winter of 1839 when she could not resist the sight of a blind, 

paralyzed old woman out in the cold with no one to care for her. Jeanne carried the old woman home and 

placed her in her own bed. The Congregation of sisters was founded on May 29, 1852. 

 

In their vow of Hospitality, they serve the elderly with love and respect; day and night, striving to meet their 

physical needs, to make them happy and to minister to them spiritually until death. Putting aside personal 

pride, to initially fund their ministry the Little Sisters daily went out door-to-door asking for food, clothing and 

money. 
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Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur 

www.sndden.org 

St. Julie Billiart was born in 1751. Recognizing something "special" in Julie, the parish priest secretly allowed 

her to make her First Communion at the age of nine, when the normal age at that time, was thirteen. As a child, 

playing "school" was Julie's favorite game. When she was sixteen, to help support her family, she began to 

teach "for real". She sat on a haystack during the noon recess and told the biblical parables to the 

workers.  A period of extremely poor heath for Julie began, and was to last for thirty years. For twenty-

two of these years she was completely paralyzed. All of her sufferings and pain she offered up to God. 

When the French Revolution broke out, Julie offered her home as a hiding place for loyal priests.  
 

At this time she was privileged to receive a vision. She saw her crucified Lord surrounded by a large group 

of religious women dressed in a habit she had never seen before. An inner voice told her that these would be 

her daughters and that she would begin an institute for the Christian education of young girls. In 1804, Julie 

was miraculously cured of her illness and walked for the first time in twenty-two years. In 1805, Julie 

founded the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur to make known God’s goodness, especially among the most 

impoverished and abandoned people in the world.  

 

Today, Sisters of Notre Dame work with refugees in London, street children in Nairobi, immigrant farm 

workers in Florida, AIDS orphans in Zimbabwe, the homeless in Haiti... and always, with women and 

children, who are among the most vulnerable. We work to enable people living in poverty. We help them to 

obtain what is rightfully theirs by changing unjust structures. We believe that education in varied forms is the 

best way to accomplish this goal.  In 1945 a convent for the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur was built on 

St. Aloysius Church property in New Canaan and the sisters taught at St. Aloysius School.  
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Congregation of the Holy Spirit 

www.spiritans.org 

From privilege to poverty, the life of Spiritan founder Father Claude Poullart des Places is an inspiring tale of 

transformation through the Holy Spirit. In 1679, Claude was born into wealth and status as the son of a 

French aristocrat. He lived during the reign of Louis XIV and enjoyed the lavish lifestyle of a nobleman. His 

early education was with the Jesuits, which laid the foundation for his later entry into the seminary.  

 

Then, on Pentecost Sunday 1703, Claude assembled a small band of impoverished fellow seminarians to 

form a community in France dedicated to the Holy Spirit, under the special patronage of Mary. The Holy 

Ghost Congregation was born.  

 

Their aim was to support students with little means on their way to the priesthood. The Spiritans (“One 

Heart. One Spirit”) with missions in over 60 countries around the world, are involved in many diverse 

ministries including education (at Duquesne University - Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania) parish work and refugee 

ministry. In the United States, we dedicate ourselves to working with the poor and marginalized in places 

where the church has difficulty-finding ministers. St. Mary’s Holy Ghost Seminary, generally know as 

“Ferndale” was on Weed Avenue in Norwalk, CT in the 1930s – 1970s and they operated a retreat house 

on Weed Street in New Canaan. 

 

 

  



Society of Jesus 

www.jesuit.org 

St. Ignatius of Loyola was born in the family castle in Spain, the youngest of 13 children. When he was old 

enough, he became a page, and then a soldier of Spain to fight against the French. A cannon ball and a 

series of bad operations ended his military career in 1521. While St. Ignatius recovered, he read the lives 

of the saints, and decided to dedicate himself to becoming a soldier of the Catholic Faith. Soon after he 

experienced visions, but a year later suffered a trial of fears and scruples, driving him almost to despair. Out of 

this experience he wrote his famous "Spiritual Exercises."  

 

On September 27, 1540, at the Palazzo San Marco in Rome, Pope Paul III signed the Bull “Regimini militantis 

ecclesiae,” establishing the Society of Jesus officially as a religious order. 

 

The Jesuits are the largest male religious order in the world and are known for their intellectual 

research, education and missionary work. They follow the “Spiritual Exercises” of Ignatius Loyola. They 

take vows of; Poverty, Chastity and Obedience. The fourth vow is of obedience to the Pope the only 

religious congregation that has a specific vow of obedience to the Pope in regards to mission. Their motto.. 

AMDG is the abbreviation of the Latin phrase: “Ad maiorem Dei gloriam.” In English this translates to “For 

the greater glory of God.”  
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Society of Mary 

www.marianist.com 

In 1790, after the start of the French Revolution, Blessed William Joseph Chaminade moved to Bordeaux, 

France. There he became an enemy of the state by defying the Civil Constitution of the Clergy, which 

would have required him to take an oath affirming the Revolution's secular values and disclaiming the 

authority of the Roman Catholic Church. He secretly continued to work as a priest, risking a possible death 

penalty. 

 

In 1797 he fled the country and found refuge in Spain, for three years. While living there, he would regularly 

visit the Basilica of Our Lady of the Pillar out of his strong devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary. As a result of 

his prayer he developed a vision for restoring the Catholic faith to France after the revolution and founded the 

Society of Mary in France in 1817.  

 

Marianists serve in communities and ministries worldwide. In the United States, Marianists embrace the idea 

of education as a mechanism to transform society, and have founded many schools and three universities 

(including the University of Dayton in Ohio, recognized as having the world's largest and most 

comprehensive collection of printed materials on Mary). The Marianist spirit is one of openness, mutual 

respect, and acceptance. The order is distinguished and guided by certain charisms, or gifts given by God for 

the benefit of the Christian community; People of faith, Followers of Mary,   People of Community,    

Discipleship of equals   and Leaders in mission (bringing Christ to the world and to work for the coming of His 

kingdom). 

 

 

 

 
 
  



Order of Friars Minor  

www.hnp.org 

Francis Bernardone was born the son of a rich cloth merchant in Assisi in Italy. He led a wealthy and 

privileged life, wearing clothes made of the best materials and was well educated. With a future guaranteed in 

his father's business some of his youth was mis-spent. His experiences as a soldier, during which time he was 

a prisoner of war, led him to a more sombre and religious life. He undertook a pilgrimage to Rome and 

returned to Assisi following spiritual visions and mystical experiences.  

 

In 1209, Francis of Assisi founded the Order of Friars Minor. He decided to devote his life to the Christian 

faith and renounced all of his wealth preferring to lead a life of poverty. His evangelical preaching inspired 

others to follow him. Listening to the Gospel … 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.' Cure the sick, raise the 

dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out devils. Freely you have received, freely give. Do not keep gold, silver or 

money in your girdles, no wallet for your journey, nor two tunics, no sandals, nor staff; for the laborer 

deserves his living (Matthew 10.7-10), instantly, Francis recognized God's call in these words of Scripture. It 

was the way of life for which he had been searching. It was the path he was to follow, quite literally, till the day 

of his death.  

 

This Order is a mendicant religious order of men following the life that Saint Francis of Assisi according to 

"The Rule of St. Francis” -- to observe the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ by living in obedience, 

without property or anything of our own, and in chastity. They also promise obedience and reverence to 

the Pope. "Franciscans" serve the people of God in a wide variety of settings — colleges, parishes, urban 

ministry centers and diverse social ministries bringing the Gospel into the everyday experience of men 

and women through our life in fraternity, preaching and compassionate service to all. They once lived 

and prayed at Holy Protection Monastery on Ponus Ridge Road in New Canaan, CT. 

 

 

 


