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4:00pm Welcome (To ensure accuracy, class attendance must be accurately recorded by a catechist and 

not another student - class attendance is an official document retained by the parish and the 

diocese)  

 

4:05pm We Gather - in Prayer at the prayer table  

 (use colored table covering for appropriate liturgical season) 

  Use the Gospel Reading “Hearing the Word” from the previous Sunday in Celebrating Sunday  

  for Catholic Families book in the prayer box 

 

4:10pm Review previous lesson using Sharing Faith (chapter test in student book) 

 

4:15pm Chapter #14  “Christmas” 

 

Advent is a season of joyful expectation and preparation for the coming of the Son of God, a spiritual gift 

of hope!  Christmas - God keeps his promise … “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority 

rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 

Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) God has opened his heart for us…let us stand in front of the manger in Bethlehem and 

gaze with wonder on Mary and Joseph, the shepherds and angels and the holy child, Jesus, our Lord.  Please 

share with your class your preparations and feelings for the arrival of your own children, nieces’ nephews, and 

siblings! Ask the children to interview their parent or guardian- see attached. 

   

 We Respond –  

Assemble Advent wreaths (RE will provide metal candle rings, artificial garland, ribbons and 4 

candles and meaning of the Advent Wreath handout).  

 

 We Respond –  

“Advent: Celebrating the Season” – DVD 15 min. 

 

4:55pm Closing Prayer –  

 

“Lord, you are the Light of all nations. 

You are our hope and our peace. 

As we wait for the bright promise of Christmas, 

May we remember all the great promises 

That you have made to your chosen people. 

May we never forget your promises 

And may we always trust in you. 

We ask this through Christ, our Lord. 

Amen.” 

  

Ask the children to say a petition aloud for someone or something they would like to pray for. 

 

“What experience of joyful expectation do you associate with the season of Advent?” 

“What do you love best about the Christmas season?” 



Advent Wreath Assembly 

 

 
 

Supplies: 

Metal candle ring 

3’ artificial garland 

3’ purple ribbon 

3’ pink ribbon 

3 purple candles 

1 pink candle 

 

Wrap/weave the artificial garland around the metal candle ring. 

Wrap/weave the purple and pink ribbons around the artificial 

garland. Give the children their box of candles at the end of class. 

  



The Advent Wreath 

 

The Advent Wreath is very symbolic. The evergreens used for the wreath itself are a reminder of continuous 

life. The shaping of them into a circle reinforces that meaning. The circle is also a sign of everlasting life as 

well as the eternity of God. 

 

The four candles, three purple and one pink, mark the Sundays of Advent before Christmas. The purple candles 

are reminders that this should be a time of prayer and sacrifice to prepare us for the coming of Christ among us. 

On the third Sunday, the pink candle is lit to announce Gaudete Sunday; a Sunday of rejoicing for Christ is 

coming near. With the lighting of that candle, the light has won out over the darkness (three candles lit vs. the 

one that remains unlit). Contrary to the dimming light of day (as we enter the winter season) the light of the 

Advent wreath grows brighter as Christ draws near! 

 

The candles are traditionally lit in the following order: purple, purple, pink, purple. The first is called the 

"Candle of Hope." It symbolizes faith in God keeping his promises to humanity. The second is called the 

"Candle of Preparation," reminding Christians to "get ready" to receive God. The third candle is the "Candle 

of Joy." It recalls the angels joyfully singing that the birth of Christ is near. The fourth candle, the "Candle of 

Love," reminds Christians that God loves them enough to send his only Son to Earth. The "Christ Candle," a 

white candle in the center is a sign of purity, stands for Jesus Christ himself, the sinless savior. 

 

The Liturgical vestments at Mass match the colors of the candles. 

 

 

The Advent Wreath is a sacramental that draws us into prayer. As your family prepares for the approaching 

celebration of the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ – Christmas – say the following prayers each week when 

lighting the candles: 

  
First Week (purple candle of Hope) 

All-powerful God, increase our strength of will for doing good that Christ 

may find an eager welcome at his coming and call us to his side in the 

kingdom of heaven, where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit 

one God, forever and ever. ~AMEN. 

  

Second Week (purple candle of Preparation and purple candle of Hope) 

God of power and mercy open our hearts in welcome. Remove the things that 

hinder us from receiving Christ with joy so that we may share his wisdom 

and become one with him when he comes in glory, for he lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. ~AMEN. 

  

Third Week (pink candle of Joy, purple candle of Preparation and purple 

candle of Hope) 

Lord God, may we, your people, who look forward to the birthday of Christ 

experience the joy of salvation and celebrate that feast with love and 

thanksgiving. We ask this through Christ our Lord. ~AMEN. 

  

Fourth Week (purple candle of Love, pink candle of Joy, purple candle of 

Preparation and purple candle of Hope) 

Father, all-powerful God, your eternal Word took flesh on our earth when 

the Virgin Mary placed her life at the service of your plan. Lift our 

minds in watchful hope to hear the voice which announces his glory and 

open our minds to receive the Spirit who prepares us for his coming. We 

ask this through Christ our Lord. ~AMEN. 
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Please interview your parents or grandparents or guardians and bring the 

following information to Religious Education next week to share. 

 

1. What preparations did your parents make for your arrival? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How did your parents feel as they awaited your arrival? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Why did they select your name? 


