
St. Aloysius Religious Education 2018-2019 
3rd Grade 

 
4:00pm Welcome (To ensure accuracy, class attendance must be accurately recorded by a  
  catechist and not another student - class attendance is an official document retained by the 
  parish and the diocese) and all about the Penance coloring page. 
 
4:05pm We Gather - in Prayer at the prayer table  
 (use colored table covering for appropriate liturgical season) 
  Use the Gospel Reading “Hearing the Word” from the previous Sunday in  
  Celebrating Sunday for Catholic Families book in the prayer box. 
 
4:10pm Add something to the students Prayer Notebooks - artwork, prayers or intentions (use what is 
  provided or use anything from the bin in the RE cabinet that are sacramentals/prayer cards 
  or artwork for the prayer books) The Prayer Notebooks should remain in your class bin in the 
  RE cabinet until the end of the year when the students will take them home. 
 
4:15pm Review previous lesson using Sharing Faith (chapter test in student book) 
 
4:20pm Chapters #18 “Celebrating Penance and Reconciliation” 
The awareness that we need to seek forgiveness comes from our conscience. Our conscience tells us when 
we have turned away from God through sin. NO MATTER what we have done to strain our relationship 
with God, we are assured that God forgives us. God in turn, asks that we forgive others! 
 

• We Believe –  
  Sin – a thought, word, or action that is against God’s law. 
  Conscience – God’s gift that helps us know right from wrong. 
 

• We Respond – From the Parables of Jesus read the Prodigal Son story. 
 

• We Respond – Extension for Kids magazine – plug into God with prayer 
 

• We Respond – see attached “virtue or sin” worksheet discuss with the students Mortal and 
Venial sins.     Let them know that before Lent we will do reconciliation again in the 
classroom. 

 
4:45pm Closing Prayer – Matthew 5:7 or Act of Contrition    

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.” 
 

“My God, 
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. 

In choosing to do wrong 
And failing to do good, 

I have sinned against you 
Whom I should love above all things. 

I firmly intend, with your help, 
To do penance, 
To sin no more, 

And to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
Our Savior Jesus Christ 
Suffered and died for us. 

In his name, my God, have mercy. 
Amen.” 

 



Ask the children to say a petition aloud for someone or something they would like to pray for. 
 

 “When have I experience the need for forgiveness and reconciliation?” 

 
The Prodigal Son Story 

 

Although commonly called the Parable of the Prodigal Son, the real star 
of today’s Gospel is the forgiving father. In fact, some Scripture 

scholars say that a more appropriate title for this story would be the 
Parable of the Merciful Father. Found only in Luke’s Gospel. 

 
The Heavenly Father is always ready to forgive and “welcome 

home” those who turn away from their sins.  
He is a tender and loving God  

whose patience with his children is never exhausted.  
 

The younger brother of the story symbolizes these repentant sinners. The 
older brother symbolizes people who are scandalized by the mercy Jesus 

shows sinners— much as the Pharisees who criticized him for eating 
and drinking with sinners. Jesus implies that being righteous by itself 

will not win one a place at the heavenly banquet. Also, necessary 
will be joining with the Father in forgiving repentant sinners and  

sitting down at table with them as freely as Jesus did. 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 
 
 
 



 
 

 



 
 



 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 



 


