
St. Aloysius Religious Education 2017-2018 

4
th

 Grade 

 

4:00pm Welcome (To ensure accuracy, class attendance must be accurately recorded by a catechist and 

not another student - class attendance is an official document retained by the parish and the 

diocese)  

 

4:05pm We Gather - in Prayer at the prayer table  

 (use colored table covering for appropriate liturgical season) 

  Use the Gospel Reading “Hearing the Word” from the previous Sunday in  

  Celebrating Sunday for Catholic Families book in the prayer box 

 

4:10pm Read about a Saint from the “Patrons and Protectors” series (Occupations, More    

  Occupations and In Times of Need) by Brother Michel (Mickey) McGrath and    

  show the artwork – Brother Mickey puts the Holy Spirit (symbolized by a white    

  dove) somewhere in each painting … see if you can find Him  

 

4:15pm Review previous lesson using Sharing Faith (use chapter test in book) 

 

4:20pm Lesson - Saints and Holy People   St. Francis of Assisi 

  Feast day:  October 4
th

     1182-1226 

  Patron: Animals and Nature 

 

 We Believe – read the following information aloud 

St. Francis of Assisi (1182-1226), the founder of the Franciscans and lover of the natural world. He saw 

the beauty of God reflected in the beauties of nature. He believed that in praising God’s handiwork, we 

are praising our Creator. 

 

Serious illness brought the young Francis to see the emptiness of his wealthy life as leader in Assisi. 

From the cross in the neglected field-chapel of San Damiano, Christ told him, "Francis, go out and build 

up my house, for it is nearly falling down." Francis became the totally poor and humble workman. He 

gave up all his possessions, piling even his clothes before his father. Francis of Assisi was poor only that 

he might be Christ-like.  He was, for a time, considered to be a religious fanatic, begging from door to 

door when he could not get money for his work.  People began to realize that this man was actually 

trying to be Christian. He really believed what Jesus said: "Announce the kingdom! Possess no gold or 

silver or copper in your purses, no traveling bag, no sandals, no staff" (Luke 9:1-3). He created a 

Catholic order of men that believed in simplicity of life, closeness to the people and a fraternal spirit. 

 

He was torn between a life devoted entirely to prayer and a life of active preaching of the Good News. 

He decided in favor of the latter, but always returned to solitude when he could. During the last years of 

his short life (he died at 44), he was half blind and seriously ill.  

 

 We Respond –  

1. Read “The Song of Francis” by Tomie dePaola 

2.  “Francis – The Knight of Assisi” DVD - 30 minutes 

This is the captivating story of St. Francis, a brave young man who felt that God had given him a very 

special mission that would require a supreme act of courage. For the love of God, his King, Francis gave 

up all that he had - wealth, fame, friends, and even family - to help reunite and strengthen the Church. 

3. Make laminated prayer cards with: the prayer of St. Francis, picture of St. Francis and medal of 

St. Francis. 

 

 



 
 

4:55pm Closing Prayer –  

 

Christians everywhere celebrate the feast of St. Francis of Assisi on October 4 by having their pets 

blessed in the spirit of this patron saint of animals and ecology.  

 

“Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures. 

On the fifth and sixth days of creation, you called forth 

fish in the sea, birds in the air and animals on the land. 

You inspired St. Francis to call all animals his brothers and sisters. 

We ask you to bless this animal. (you could use the provided stuffed animal) 

By the power of your love, enable it to live according to your plan. 

May we always praise you for all your beauty in creation. 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, in all your creatures! 

Amen.” 

 

Or 

 

"We adore you and we bless you, Lord Jesus Christ, here and in all the churches which are in the whole 

world, because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world"  

- St. Francis 

 

Ask the children to say a petition aloud for someone or something they would like to pray for. 

 

“What can I do to continue St. Francis mission 

 of seeing the beauty of God in all things in nature?” 

 

 

 



 

St. Francis was born at Assisi in 1182. After a care free youth, he turned his back on inherited 

wealth and committed himself to God. Like many early saints, he lived a very simple life of 

poverty, and in so doing, gained a reputation of being the friend of animals.  He established the 

rule of St Francis, which exists today as the Order of St. Francis, or the Franciscans. He died in 

1226, aged 44. We celebrate his feast day on October 4
th

. 

The prayer has many of the biblical truths of what it means to be a Christian - to seek to give, 

and in so doing, receive blessings; that the Lord's Prayer asks God to forgive us as we forgive, 

and that the goal of eternal life can only result from us putting to death our old sinful lives.  

Pointers for Prayer: Sometimes Christians are called to turn the world upside down. To bring 

the exact opposite of what we find in our world. St. Francis' prayer is a bold one, asking for 

strength to give of ourselves to meet the needs of others. He recognizes that it "is in giving that 

we receive", that as we give of ourselves, we receive the peace and blessing of our risen Lord 

Jesus. We cannot earn eternal life, but that we are pardoned from the sins that block our claim 

on it.   

 

Think about the situations that you are involved in that require peace, consolation, hope, light 

and joy.  Then, if you're bold enough, pray the prayer! 

 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
The prayer of St. Francis 

 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,  

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy; 

O Divine Master,  

grant that I may not so much seek  

to be consoled as to console;  

to be understood as to understand;  

to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive;  

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  

and it is in dying  

that we are born to eternal life. 

 
 


