
St. Aloysius Religious Education 2017-2018 

3
rd

 Grade 

 

4:00pm Welcome (To ensure accuracy, class attendance must be accurately recorded by a catechist and 

not another student - class attendance is an official document retained by the parish and the 

diocese)  

 

4:05pm We Gather - in Prayer at the prayer table  

 (use colored table covering for appropriate liturgical season) 

Use the Gospel Reading “Hearing the Word” from the previous Sunday in  

Celebrating Sunday for Catholic Families book in the prayer box 

 

4:10pm Review previous lesson using Sharing Faith (chapter test in student book) 

 

4:15pm Chapter # 5    “We Learn about the Early Church” 

 

The word “apostle” means “one who is sent.” The Apostles were to carry on the tradition of Jesus and proclaim 

His word! After the Apostles came bursting out of the upper room on Pentecost, it wasn’t long before 

opposition to the followers of the crucified Jesus of Nazareth intensified. Although the Church grew quickly, 

the early Christians paid a high price for standing up for their faith. From the 1
st
 martyr Saint Stephen’s 

stoning in Jerusalem to the martyrs of the Roman coliseum, those that professed belief in Jesus as Lord were 

considered traitors. We follow the Saints and Martyrs as models of holiness and the Disciples who stood up for 

their faith. 

 

 We Believe – 

Acts of the Apostles = book in the Bible that tells the story of the work of the Apostles in the 

early Church. 

Gospel = Good News that we are saved by Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

Martyrs = people who die for their faith. 

 

4:10pm Write the word BAPTISM on the white/chalkboard and write down the names of the Twelve 

Apostles (see attachment) and discuss.  

 

Memory Aid to remember the name of the Twelve Apostles: 

B -  Bartholomew 

A -  Andrew 

P -  (Simon) Peter, Philip 

T -  Thomas, (Jude) Thaddaeus 

J - (pretend it is an I) - James the greater, James the lesser, Judas Iscariot, John 

S -  Simon the Zealot 

M -  Matthew, Matthias 

 

Why Twelve Apostles? Because twelve was an important number in the history of the Jewish people (including 

Jesus). In Genesis, the twelve sons of Jacob are listed. The descendants of these men became the twelve tribes 

of Israel.  

 

 We Respond – “Where in the World are Jesus Apostles?” 

 

“Today, you are going to discover something new about YOU! A story about YOURSELF that you may not 

have even known! A story about your heritage and your ancestors – your ancestors in faith! You are going to go 

back in time when Jesus was on earth with his Apostles. 

 



You will now receive a cutout of one of the Twelve Apostles (RE will provide)  

 

As disciples of Jesus Christ we are called not simply to be followers of Jesus, but imitate the Saints in every 

generation, we are sent on a mission for God by sharing our faith with others through action (Doers) and 

witness (Tellers) and to grow the number of followers of Jesus. 

 

Jesus first Disciples (which means student) wrote down in the Bible what Jesus taught, by action and word. We 

can read these stories and tell others what Jesus did and said. 

 

Imagine that you are the apostle whose cutout you are holding, Imagine hearing Jesus’ words and receiving his 

instructions! The story of the Apostles and the Church is YOUR story. You are about to begin your journey of 

discovery – How to bring about the Kingdom of God on earth!” 

 

4:55pm   Closing Prayer – The Apostles Creed 

 

“I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and earth;  

and in Jesus Christ, His only Son Our Lord,  

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried.  

He descended into Hell; on the third day He rose again from the dead;  

He ascended into Heaven, and seated at the right hand of the Father, 

He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body and life everlasting. Amen.” 

 

Ask the children to say a petition aloud for someone or something they would like to pray for. 

 

“Pray for the grace to stand up for your faith.” 

 

 

Catechist Background: 

http://www.sbbtm.com/Doctrine%20Teachings/Information/The%20Missions%20and%20Deaths%20of%20the

%20Apostles.htm 

 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/teaching-the-spirit-of-mission-ad-gentes-

continuing-pentecost-today.cfm 

 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decree_19651207_ad-

gentes_en.html 

http://www.sbbtm.com/Doctrine%20Teachings/Information/The%20Missions%20and%20Deaths%20of%20the%20Apostles.htm
http://www.sbbtm.com/Doctrine%20Teachings/Information/The%20Missions%20and%20Deaths%20of%20the%20Apostles.htm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/teaching-the-spirit-of-mission-ad-gentes-continuing-pentecost-today.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/teaching-the-spirit-of-mission-ad-gentes-continuing-pentecost-today.cfm
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decree_19651207_ad-gentes_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decree_19651207_ad-gentes_en.html


 

 “Where in the World are Jesus’ Apostles?” 
 

As disciples of Jesus Christ we are called not simply to be followers of Jesus, but imitate the Saints in every 

generation, we are sent on a mission for God by sharing our faith with others through action (Doers) and 

witness (Tellers) and to grow the number of followers of Jesus. 
 

Jesus first Disciples (which means student) wrote down in the Bible what Jesus taught, by action and word. We 

can read these stories and tell others what Jesus did and said. 
 

Hi, I’m one of Jesus’ twelve Flat Apostles. Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to us. At Pentecost we 

experienced the transforming power of the Holy Spirit and the Church began.  Our mission was … “Go, 

therefore,
 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until 

the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20 Because we were strengthened to proclaim the Good News of Jesus, the 

Church was born and grew as more and more people believed in Jesus. Those baptized in his name and 

confirmed by the Holy Spirit became Christians. Today we are called Catholic Christians.  
 

First, personalize me by coloring me. Next, your mission is to - take a photo with me in Church (with a 

priest, at the chapel, near the baptismal font, under a crucifix, by the Stations of The Cross, at a statue 

of Jesus, Mary or Joseph, etc), participating in Parish life (with an altar server, in the choir, at the after 

Mass coffees, etc) or when you are praying! Be creative. As disciples of Jesus – we need to be “Doers 

and Tellers” – we need to show others we believe in Jesus’ message of love (by loving God, praying, 

being kind to our family and friends, going to church, obeying the Commandments) and repeat Jesus 

message of love (by telling of God’s love for us and the stories of Jesus miracles). See examples below. 
 

How many times can you and your Flat Apostle visit and participate in the liturgical and life of the 

Church and grow in the love of God, until Thanksgiving? Send your photo with some answers to the 

following questions to ccd@starcc.com after Thanksgiving; we will feature the photos on the Religious 

Education bulletin board in St Aloysius Church. 
 

What is your Baptismal name? 

Which Apostle are you with? 

Tell us “where in the world you are,” who else was there and what was happening. 
 

You can learn more about Jesus’ Apostles and other Saints and Holy People at http://saintofthedayforkids.com/ 

or http://www.catholic.org/saints/fun_facts_arch.php. 

 

 
Dominican Sisters of Ann Arbor 

@ the North American Pontifical College in Rome, Italy 

 
 

Flat St Peter @ St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, Italy

mailto:ccd@starcc.com
http://saintofthedayforkids.com/
http://www.catholic.org/saints/fun_facts_arch.php


The Twelve …. 
 

“Jesus knew his disciples very well. They were his friends. How well do you know his friends --- 

The Twelve Apostles?” 

 

St. (Simon) Peter (June 29). Red because he was a martyr. Symbols: two keys, a cock crowing, 

an upside-down cross, a fish, a sword. The keys remind us that Jesus gave him the Keys of the 

Kingdom; the cock recalls his denial of Our Lord; the cross tells that he is supposed to have 

been martyred head down; the fish — he was a fisher of men; the sword tells of his temper on 

the night he cut off Malchus' ear. St. Peter is the patron of locksmiths and cobblers.  

 
Prayer to Saint Peter the Apostle 

Thou art the Shepherd of the sheep, the Prince of the Apostles, unto thee were given the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven. “Thou art Peter; and upon this rock I will build my Church.” Raise us up, we beseech Thee, O Lord, by 

the apostolic assistance of blessed Peter, Thine Apostle; so that the weaker we are, the more mightily we may 

be helped by the power of his intercession; and that being perpetually defended by the same holy apostle, we 

may neither yield to any iniquity, nor be overcome by any adversity. Through Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 

 

St. Andrew (November 30). He is next because he is Peter's brother. Red for martyrdom. 

Symbols: a fish hook, fisherman's net, two fishes, a cross saltire (X) because he is supposed to 

have died on such a cross, preaching joyously till death came. This shows the inspired origin of 

X marks the spot. When we put X's on exam papers, licenses, ballots, we might remember St. 

Andrew and ask him to help us choose well. The fishing symbols recall that he was, like his 

brother, a fisher of men as well as of fishes. He is said to have evangelized Scotland, and so is a 

patron of the Scots, as well as of fishermen and fish dealers; he is invoked by woman who wish 

to become mothers.  

 
Prayer to Saint Andrew the Apostle 

O glorious St. Andrew, you were the first to recognize and follow the Lamb of God. With your friend, St. John, 

you remained with Jesus for that first day, for your entire life, and now throughout eternity. As you led your 

brother, St. Peter, to Christ and many others after him, draw us also to Him. Teach us to lead others to Christ 

solely out of love for Him and dedication in His service. Help us to learn the lesson of the Cross and to carry 

our daily crosses without complaint so that they may carry us to Jesus. Amen. 

 

St. James the Greater (July 25). He is called great because he was the tall James. He was the 

son of Zebedee and the brother of St. John the Evangelist. Our Lord called these two the Sons 

of Thunder: partly, we are told, for their vehement defense of Christ and His teaching, and 

partly because they wanted him to burn up the Samaritans inside their houses with fire from 

Heaven, like the three little pigs, because they wouldn't welcome them into their village. Our 

Lord rebuked them for it. He said that He came to give life, not destroy it — which teaches a 

good lesson in resisting the temptation to "get even." This was certainly the opposite of the 

meekness He said would "inherit the earth." This James was the first Apostle to die for Christ, 

beheaded in Jerusalem by Herod Agrippa. His symbols — the pilgrim's cloak, staff, hat, purse, 

and scallop shell (always the symbol of pilgrims) — signify that he went on long missionary 

journeys.  

 



Prayer to Saint James the Apostle 

O glorious Apostle, St. James, who by reason of thy fervent and generous heart wast chosen by Jesus to be a 

witness of His glory on Mount Tabor, and of His agony in Gethsemane; thou, whose very name is a symbol of 

warfare and victory: obtain for us strength and consolation in the unending warfare of this life, that, having 

constantly and generously followed Jesus, we may be victors in the strife and deserve to receive the victor’s 

crown in heaven. Amen. 

 

St. John the Evangelist (December 27). He is the brother to the tall James, and is best known 

as the "disciple Jesus loved." It was Salome, the mother of these two, who asked Our Lord for 

the best seats in Heaven for them. He was the only Apostle who lived to a very old age and died 

a natural death. His symbols are; the color white, a cauldron with an eagle rising (escape from 

boiling oil); a chalice with serpent emerging (escape from poisoned wine); an eagle, symbol of 

the fearless evangelist, a heart (to tell how he loved Our Lord). 

 
Prayer to Saint John the Apostle 

O Glorious Apostle, who, on account of thy virginal purity, wast so beloved by Jesus as to deserve to lay thy 

head upon his divine breast, and to be left, in his place, as son to his most holy Mother; I beg thee to inflame me 

with a most ardent love towards Jesus and Mary. Obtain for me from our Lord that I, too, with a heart purified 

from earthly affections, may be made worthy to be ever united to Jesus as a faithful disciple, and to Mary as a 

devoted son, both here on earth and eternally in heaven. Amen. 

 

St. Philip (formerly May 11, now May 3). He was one of the first to follow Our Lord and was 

present at the miracle of the loaves and fishes. At the Last Supper he asked Jesus, "Lord, show 

us the Father." And Jesus' answer is one we should remember when people question the 

Divinity of Christ: "Whoever has seen me has seen the Father" (John 14:9). His symbols are a 

basket and loaves; a cross, a spear, stones to describe his martyrdom.  

 
Prayer to Saint Philip the Apostle 

O Glorious St. Philip, at the Last Supper you said to Jesus: “Lord, show us the Father and it will be enough for 

us.” Help us to make this our prayer also and to seek God in all things. Obtain for us the grace to know the 

Father and Jesus Christ whom he has sent, for in this does eternal life consist. 

 

St. Bartholomew (August 24). The mystery man. His name, Bar-Tolmai indicates that he is the 

son of Tolmai. He is an old friend of St. Philip and is often mentioned with him. It is supposed 

that he is the Nathaniel to whom Philip made his announcement under the fig tree. Nathaniel 

was skeptical that this Man was really the Messiah, and Our Lord commended his skepticism 

because Israel was often thick with self-appointed messiah. "Behold a true Israelite, in whom 

there is no guile," said Our Lord, as Nathaniel came toward Him down the road. Then to 

Nathaniel: "Before Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee!" Then 

didn't Nathaniel believe! He lost his heart that moment. "Rabbi thou art the Son of God! Thou 

art King of Israel!" St. Bartholomew's symbols are about as grisly as you'll find: flaying knives, 

a cross, an axe, and such, because his was a wild and bloody death; and then there is our pet 

symbol for him — a branch of the fig tree.  

 

 

 

 



Prayer to Saint Bartholomew the Apostle 

O Glorious Saint Bartholomew, Jesus called you a person without guile and you saw in this word a sign that he 

was the Son of God and King of Israel. Obtain for us the grace to be ever guileless and innocent as doves. At 

the same time, help us to have your gift of faith to see the Divine hand in the events of daily life. May we discern 

the signs of the times that lead to Jesus on earth and will eventually unite us to him forever in heaven. Amen. 

 

St. Thomas (formerly December 21, now July 3). The twin, best remembered because he 

doubted Our Lord's resurrection. When Our Lord finally came and showed Thomas, He made 

reference to us: "Blessed are those who have not seen, and yet have believed." St. Thomas was 

allegedly a missionary to India, where he preached and built a church with his own hands; 

hence he is one of the patrons of builders and has carpenter's tools among his symbols. He was 

stoned but did not quite die; so he was shot down with arrows next (according to tradition); 

then, still alive, he was run through with a spear by a pagan priest. Here are some synbols 

describing him: five red cinnamon candies to remind us of the Blessed Wounds he was told to 

inspect. Remember to make the intention to gain the indulgence for the Souls in Purgatory when 

you say his prayer at the Elevation of the Mass: "My Lord and my God!" He is also the patron 

of masons.  

 
Prayer to Saint Thomas the Apostle 

O Glorious Saint Thomas, your grief for Jesus was such that it would not let you believe he had risen unless you 

actually saw him and touched his wounds. But your love for Jesus was equally great and it led you to give up 

your life for him. Pray for us that we may grieve for our sins which were the cause of Christ’s sufferings. Help 

us to spend ourselves in his service and so earn the title of “blessed” which Jesus applied to those who would 

believe in him without seeing him. Amen. 

 

St. Matthew (September 21). He was the publican, the tax collector, and since so few of these 

were honest, they were despised by all (there is nothing new under the sun). Our Lord was 

going along His way after curing a paralytic when He saw Matthew sitting in the counting 

house at his table. "Follow Me," was all He said, and up jumped Matthew without even saying 

good-bye or giving two weeks' notice. That is how we are supposed to obey Him — right away. 

He is supposed to have been martyred in Ethiopia on a T-shaped cross (called a Tau cross), with 

his head chopped off with a battle-axe. There's a better symbol than that to help children learn 

about him: a bright new penny.  

 
Prayer to Saint Matthew the Apostle 

O Glorious St. Matthew, in your Gospel you portray Jesus as the longed-for Messiah who fulfilled the Prophets 

of the Old Covenant and as the new Lawgiver who founded a Church of the New Covenant. Obtain for us the 

grace to see Jesus living in his Church and to follow his teachings in our lives on earth so that we may live 

forever with him in heaven. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St. James the Lesser (formerly May 11, now May 3). This is the short James, sometimes called 

St. James the Small. It is said he spent so much time on his knees that the skin became as tough 

as a camel's. His mother was a close relative to Our Lady, which would probably make Our 

Lady Aunt Mary to this James (only, since they were Jewish, she would be Aunt Miriam). He 

said in his Epistle that though our tongues are small, they are mighty, and capable of great evil. 

"How small the flame, yet how mighty the forest fire it kindles." He was about ninety-five when 

they threw him off the temple parapet, probably A.D. 62, in Jerusalem where he was Bishop. 

But he was a tough old saint and didn't die then; so they stoned him, then finished him off with 

a blow from a weaver's bat. One of his symbols is a windmill. Perhaps because they pushed him 

off into mid-air; or could it have something to do with what he said about tongues and talking? 

An easier symbol is three stones. 

 
Prayer to Saint James the Apostle 

O glorious Apostle, Saint James, who by reason of thy fervent and generous heart was chosen by Jesus to be 

witness of His glory on Mount Tabor, and of His agony in Gethsemane; thou, whose very name is a symbol of 

warfare and victory: obtain for us strength and consolation in the unending warfare of this life, that, having 

constantly and generously followed Jesus, we may be victors in the strife and deserve to receive the victor’s 

crown in heaven. Amen. 

 

St. Jude Thaddeus (October 28). Called Thaddeus, the "saint of the impossible." He was 

brother to James the Less; so he is also a cousin to Jesus. He asked Our Lord at the Last Supper 

to tell them why He revealed Himself to only these few and not the whole world. Jesus seemed 

not to hear, but said: "If a man has love for Me, he will be true to My word, and then he will 

win My Father's love and We will both come to him, and make our continual abode with him." 

It hardly seems an answer at first glance. He speaks of the indwelling of Himself and His Father 

in our souls. But if you read it again: "If a man has love for Me. . . ." Only a few — compared to 

the many who had seen Him day after day — loved Him. He said at other times that men have 

eyes to see, and do not see. It really was an answer. St. Jude is almost always in the company of 

St. Simon, and together with him is said to have been sent to preach Christ in Persia, where they 

both were martyred. The nicest of his symbols is a boat with a crossed mast.  

 
Prayer to Saint Thaddeus (Jude) the Apostle 

Glorious Apostle, Saint Jude Thaddeus, I salute you through the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Through His Heart I 

praise and thank God for all the graces he has bestowed upon you. I implore you, through His love to look upon 

me with compassion. Do not despise my poor prayer. Do not let my trust be confounded. God has granted to 

you the privilege of aiding mankind in the most desperate cases. Oh, come to my aid that I may praise the 

mercies of God. All my life I will be your grateful client until I can thank you in heaven. Amen. 

 

St. Simon the Zealot (October 28). He is called the Zealot for his great zeal and, some say, 

because he may have been a member of a sect called the Zealots. This is debated He is supposed 

to have been martyred by idolatrous priests who either crucified him or sawed him in two, like 

Isaias. Among his symbols we find a ship with a fish because he was a fisher of men. He is the 

patron of curriers and pit sawyers (men who saw wood over a pit — one standing above wood, 

one below).  

 
 



Prayer to Saint Simon (the Zealot) the Apostle 

O Glorious Saint Simon, you were a cousin of Jesus and a devoted follower as well. You were called “the 

Zealot,” indicating that you were willing to give your life for your religion and your freedom as a human 

person. Obtain for us the grace to be willing to give our lives for Christ and to labor for the freedom and peace 

that only God can give. Help us to spend ourselves for God on earth and be received by him in eternal bliss in 

heaven. Amen. 

 

St. Matthias (formerly February 24 now May 14). His symbols refer to his martyrdom: a 

number of dreadful things like a sword, a scimitar, stones, a spear. Matthias was chosen as the 

twelfth Apostle by lot by the remaining Apostles (after Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus) since he 

was present with Jesus Christ during his time on Earth as well as through his crucifixion. While 

two men were chosen to take the twelfth place in the Apostles lots were drawn. He is the patron 

of carpenters, tailors, and repentant drunkards and is invoked against smallpox.  

 

Judas Iscariot – Judas Iscariot is always the last disciple placed on the list of twelve. Judas 

Iscariot is often referred to as Judas the Betrayer and he is known, and will forever be known 

for the one act of betrayal of the Lord. Though Judas was chosen to serve as one of Jesus’ 

disciples he eventually betrayed him while wearing the mask of a friend. Even when given the 

chance to reveal that he was plotting against Jesus, Judas Iscariot kissed Jesus and Jesus called 

him “friend”. Judas was the disciple who did not truly believe in the love of Jesus and when the 

chief priests were looking for a way to arrest Jesus Judas provided them with that way by 

identifying Jesus with a kiss in return for thirty pieces of silver. Judas is frequently referred to 

as the only disciple who was separated from God in his death as he never had salvation as a 

result of his betrayal, thievery and lies. 

 

 



 



   
 

 


